THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ

Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz
Liturgists: Elder Sue Figueroa

We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins.

*Please rise in body or spirit.
Sunday, December 27, 2020

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE

10:30 A.M.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Alaine Bolton, Director of Music

Elder Sue Figueroa

CHORAL INTROIT #110 (v. 2)

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH
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Love Has Come
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1 Love has come: a light in the dark - ness!
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der.
3 Love has come and nev - er will leave us!
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Love shines forth in the Beth - le - hem skies See, all
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heav-en has come to pro-claim it; hear how their song of
glow in the eyes of his moth - er; what is the name her
Je - sus with - in and a - mong us. Love is the peace our
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joy a - ris - es: Love! Love! Born un - to you, a
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hearts are seek - ing. Love! Love! Love is the gift of
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Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
whis - pers. Love! Love! Je -sus, Em-man - u - el
Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!



*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
Praise the Lord! Praise God from the heavens.
Young men and women alike, old and young together!

Let us praise the name of the Lord, whose name alone is exalted above earth and heaven.

Alleluial

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)

Almighty God, you wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity
of human nature. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of Jesus Christ who came
to share our humanity, and who now lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*HYMN #133
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH
O Come, All Ye Faithful 133
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1 O come, all ye faith-ful, joy - ful and tri-um-phant; O come
2 True God from true God, Light from light e - ter - nal, born
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels; sing in ex - ul - ta - tion; sing,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn-ing; Je -
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ye; O come ye to Beth - le - hem! <Come, and be - hold him,
of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes; ver - ¥y God, be -
all ye cit - i-zens of heaven a - bove! Glo - ry to Geod, all
sus, to thee be all glo - ry given; Word of the Fa - ther
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born the King of an - gels!
8Ot - ten, not cre - at - ed!
glo - ry in the high-est!
now in flesh ap - pear-ing!

O come, let us a-dore him; O come, let
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us a-dore him; O come,let us a - dore him, Christ, the Lord!
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INVITATION TO CONFESSION

Jesus our Lord came into an indifferent world, yet his life revealed the inner thoughts of many.
Let us confess our sins before God and one another that we may receive release from our
sin.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)

Merciful God, we confess that we have not lived as your faithful children. We have
kept silent in midst of prejudice and hatred. We have been idle in the face of violence
and injustice. We have not been alight to the nations, and our lives have not revealed
your glory. Forgive us, Merciful God. Repair the ugliness of our sin and restore in us
your beautiful grace.

Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence.

PERSONAL CONFESSION Rev. Chris Houtz
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Rev. Chris Houtz

Beloved of God, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, as a bride adorns herself with
jewels, God covers us with the robe of righteousness. Know that you are forgiven in Jesus
Christ and live as G o d lBekved.

Thanks be to God!

* THE RESPONSE #113 (v. 2 & refrain)

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

113 Angels We Have Heard on ngh
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I An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why yvour joy - ous strains pro-long?

3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re - ply ech - o -ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some ti - dings be which in-spire your heaven-ly song?
come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ, the Lord, the new - born King.
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Refrain

| .. = —_ — I— ,
) | | 4 1 - A <+ i |
= == T
Glo - - = ri - a
- g A . L 2 A lﬁ = ! b |
== —r— — e |~ 5 = o
> 1 N 1 ) | | ¥ 1 I~—1
T 1 1 I ;1 r I % ‘lh  Co— % o
i u I I"‘
in ex - cel - sis De - o! Glo -
i /’—H\ ¢ i | | ;
SR g e
- - ri-a in  ex-cel-sis De - o!
_‘). ~ J. A_F:’ ! > 1' ; J_- J 2 .
b T 5
\____—-—/ R

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking if
you are outside!)

CHI L DREMNES Rev. Chris Houtz

ANTHEM AHY N ngo



HYMN #128 (vv. 1-2)

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

128

1 In - fant ho - ly,

in - fant low - ly,
2 Flocks were sleep-ing; shep-herds keep-ing vig-il
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Lord of all.

the gos-pel true.

Swift are wing-ing

an - gels sing - ing,
Thus re-joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing

no - els ring-ing,

ti-dings bring-ing:
greet the mor - row:
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Christ the babe is Lord of all! Christ the babe is Lord of all!
Christ the babe was born for you! Christ the babe was born for you!
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The English text of this 13th- or 14th-century Polish carol does not try to tell a story but to offer verbal
snapshots of the well-known Nativity narrative of Luke 2:6-20. The tune name quotes the opening of the
Polish text and means “He lies in a cradle” or “In manger lying.”

MUSEIC: Polish folk melody: harm. Arthur E, Rusbridge. 1962
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HYMN #129  (v. 1)

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 129
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1 Lo, how a rose e‘er bloom-ing from ten - der stem hath sprung.
2 I - sa - iah 'twas fore - told it, the rose | have in  mind;
3 This flower, whose fra-grance ten - der with sweet-ness fills the air,
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of Jes - se’s lin-eage com -ing, by faith-ful proph - ets sung.
with Mar - y we be - hold it, the vir - gin moth - er kind.
dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor the dark-ness ev - ery-where.
= - 22—~ I
T ‘F T T T 1 8 1 yor T
I = ¥ T 1 T L= S f =

o e 4

T

| ; =: | dl | l

It came, a flower - et bright, a - mid the cold of
To show God’s love a - right she bore for us a
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win - ter, when half spent was the night.
Sav - iorn when half spent was the night
saves us and light - ens ev - ery load.
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HYMN #132

(vv. 2-3)

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

132 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice

e

with heart and soul and voice;
with heart and soul and voice;
with heart and soul and voice;

now ye hear of end - less bliss:
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give ye heed to what we say:  Je - sus Christ is born to-day;

Je - sus Christ was born for this!

Calls you one and calls you all

now ye need not fear the grave: Je - sus Christ was born to save!
- . .
— e e e e
A 7 i k i - - P = 1b h i
y | T r | I Yy Yy | 4
l h I k | A A ] A " !
l . 11 | N | 1 N | N N 1
q——d_’ - i Iy Il }- 1 1l 13 1L -
ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o-pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er-more.

to gain the ev - er-last-ing hall.
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to  save! Christ was born to  save!
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HYMN #12

JESUS C

3 (wv.1-2)

HRIST: BIRTH

123 1t Came Upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, that glo-rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come, with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suf-fered long;
4 And vyou, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
5 For lo, the days are has-teningon, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an-gels bend - ing near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:
and still their heaven-ly mu - sic floats o‘er all the wea - ry  world:
be - neath the hcaven-ly hymn have rolled two thou-sand years of wrong;
who toil a-long the climb - ing way with pain - ful steps and slow,
when with the ev - er - cir-cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all-gra-cious King":
a - bove its sad and low - ly plains they bend on hov-ering wing,
and we at war on earth hear not the tid - ings that they bring;
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift-ly on the wing:
when peace shallo - ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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the world in sol - emn still-ness lay, to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er o‘er its Ba-bel sounds the bless-ed an - gels sing.
O, hush the noise and cease the strife to hear the an - gels sing!
O, rest be-side the wea-ry road, and hear the an - gels sing.
and the whole world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
As you led Simeon to embrace the infant jesus, guide us, Holy Spirit, by your gracious light
that we may welcome your saving Word. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Psalm 148

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!

Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created.

He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, fire and hail, snow and frost,
stormy wind fulfilling his command!

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!

Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!

Young men and women alike, old and young together!

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth
and heaven.

He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of Israel who
are close to him.

Praise the Lord!

Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.



And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds
living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, Do not be afraid; for seed | am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a

ma n g éAnd.swddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying, Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom
he f a v oWhen tlle angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord
has made known to u s Sadthey went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

THE MESSAGE f T hGhristmas P a g e a(bhytMichael L. Lindvall) Rev. Chris Houtz

*HYMN #136

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

136 Go, Tell It on the Mountain
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go, tell it on the moun - tain that  Je - sus Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing o’er si - lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when lo! a - bove the earth
3 Down in a low-1ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born,
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a
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light.

rang out the an-gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav -ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless - ed Christ-mas morn.
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* AFFIRMATION OF FAITHO THEAP OS T L EREE&D (pg. 17)

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

JOYS AND CONCERNS

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from

evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen.

THE OFFERING
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came.

*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #608



Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow
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*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)

Loving God, we give you thanks for the light of the world, Jesus Christ, through whom

we have received adoption as your children. With Jesus our brother, we dedicate

ourselves in ministry to the world, that we may live as heirs of your promises to the
honor and glory of your name. Amen.

*HYMN #134

Joy to the World



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

134 Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their songs

3 No more let sins and sor-rows grow, nor thorns in - fest
4 He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the na -
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her king; let ev - ery heart pre - pare him  room,

em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
the ground; he comes to make his bless - ings  flow
tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous - ness
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and heavenand na - ture sing, and heaven and na - ture
re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his

and heaven and na-ture sing,
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sing, and heaven, and heaven and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound-ing  joy
found, far  as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
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heaven and na-ture sing,



CHORAL BENEDICTION #146

THE POSTLUDE



