
 

 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN 
Mind,  hearts,  hands  and  voices  in  Christ  

Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz 
Liturgists: Elder Sue Figueroa 

 

We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins. 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
Sunday, December 27, 2020                             10:30 A.M. 

 

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE 
 

 

PRELUDE                                   Alaine Bolton, Director of Music 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                    Elder Sue Figueroa 
 
CHORAL INTROIT #110    (v. 2)

 
 
 



 

 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive) 
Praise the Lord! Praise God from the heavens.   
Young men and women alike, old and young together!   
Let us praise the name of the Lord, whose name alone is exalted above earth and heaven.   
Alleluia! 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison) 
Almighty God, you wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity 
of human nature.  In your mercy, let us share the divine life of Jesus Christ who came 
to share our humanity, and who now lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

*    HYMN #133

 
 



 

 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
Jesus our Lord came into an indifferent world, yet his life revealed the inner thoughts of many.  
Let us confess our sins before God and one another that we may receive release from our 
sin. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison) 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not lived as your faithful children.  We have 
kept silent in midst of prejudice and hatred.  We have been idle in the face of violence 
and injustice.  We have not been a light to the nations, and our lives have not revealed 
your glory.  Forgive us, Merciful God.  Repair the ugliness of our sin and restore in us 
your beautiful grace. 
 
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence. 
 
PERSONAL CONFESSION                                                                Rev. Chris Houtz 

In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON       Rev. Chris Houtz 

Beloved of God, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, as a bride adorns herself with 
jewels, God covers us with the robe of righteousness.  Know that you are forgiven in Jesus 
Christ and live as Godôs beloved. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

* THE RESPONSE #113   (v. 2 & refrain) 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE       
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.    
 
(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking if 
you are outside!) 
 
CHILDRENôS TIME        Rev. Chris Houtz 
 
ANTHEM    ñHymn Singò 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

HYMN #128    (vv. 1-2) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
HYMN #129     (v. 1) 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

HYMN #132  (vv. 2-3) 

 



 

 

 
HYMN #123    (vv. 1-2) 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
As you led Simeon to embrace the infant jesus, guide us, Holy Spirit, by your gracious light 
that we may welcome your saving Word.  Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Psalm 148 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. 
He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, fire and hail, snow and frost, 
stormy wind fulfilling his command! 
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 
Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 
Young men and women alike, old and young together! 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth 
and heaven. 
He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of Israel who 
are close to him. 
Praise the Lord! 
 
Luke 2:1-20 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 



 

 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds 
living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 

angel said to them, Do not be afraid; for seeðI am bringing you good news of great joy for all 

the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.ò And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 

he favors!ò When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 

has made known to us.ò So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
THE MESSAGE ñThe Christmas Pageantò (by Michael L. Lindvall)       Rev. Chris Houtz 
  

  *HYMN #136  

 



 

 

 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH ð THE APOSTLESô CREED (pg. 17) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen. 
 
THE OFFERING 
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came. 

 
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #608  



 

 

 
 

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the light of the world, Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have received adoption as your children.  With Jesus our brother, we dedicate 
ourselves in ministry to the world, that we may live as heirs of your promises to the 
honor and glory of your name.  Amen. 
 
 

 
 

*HYMN #134 Joy to the World  
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

CHORAL BENEDICTION #146  

 
 
THE POSTLUDE 


