THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ
Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz
Liturgist: Elder Jennifer Morgan
We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins.
*Please rise in body or spirit.
Sunday, February 28, 2021

10:30 A.M.

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE
PRELUDE

Alaine Bolton, Director of Music

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist

CHORAL INTROIT #433

(v. 1)

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
Our faith depends upon the grace of God.
Praise the Lord, who gives life to the dead.

Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Almighty God, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered death upon the
cross: give us faith to perceive his glory, that we may be strengthened to bear our
cross, and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
* HYMN #726

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Trusting in God’s promise of salvation, let us confess our sin and repent.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence.
Merciful God, we confess that we have not been sincere Christians. We claim to follow
Jesus but have not taken his path of sacrificial love. We profess to be disciples, but

we are not willing to bear the cost of discipleship. We affirm the virtue of self-denial,
but we indulge our selfish desires and seek earthly gain. Forgive us, we pray. Free us
for sincere repentance through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
PERSONAL CONFESSION
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Rev. Chris Houtz

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Rev. Chris Houtz
Hear the good news: Good deems as righteous all who trust that Jesus has been raised from
the dead for our salvation. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.
* THE RESPONSE #614

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking your
car’s horn, if you are outside!)
CHILDREN’S TIME

Rev. Chris Houtz

ANTHEM
Take Up Your Cross (Morgan Heritage)
Because this will be played on YouTube, our livestream will turn off during the Anthem.
The link will be provided in the comments on Facebook, and we encourage everyone to
listen at home with us. Once the song is over, we will restart the livestream.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Holy Spirit, open our hearts to receive your Word, reveal to us the good news, and enable us
to trust in the promise of salvation in Jesus Christ. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto
him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.
And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.
And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,
As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.
Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a
father of many nations have I made thee.
And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come
out of thee.
And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.
And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but
Sarah shall her name be.
And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a
mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her.

Mark 8:31-38
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” He called the
crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save

it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can
they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
THE MESSAGE

We Can’t Skip the Suffering

Rev. Chris Houtz

*HYMN #718

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—A Brief Statement of Faith
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the
depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this
Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal. We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba,
Father. In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in
God’s image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community.
Amen.

JOYS AND CONCERNS
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen.
THE OFFERING
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came.
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #652

(v. 1)

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
Almighty God, we thank you for the covenant you established with Abraham and
Sarah, which you have opened to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. Accept these
offerings with the dedication of our lives, that we may be for the world a sign of your

abiding love and a testament to your enduring promise. In Christ, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
*HYMN #320

THE BENEDICTION
CHORAL BENEDICTION

THE POSTLUDE

(v. 1 and refrain)

