THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ
Communion Sunday

Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz
Liturgist: Elder Ron Stamboly

We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins.
*Please rise in body or spirit.
Sunday, March 7, 2021

10:30 A.M.

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE
PRELUDE

Alaine Bolton, Director of Music

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Elder Ron Stamboly, Liturgist

CHORAL INTROIT #433

(Refrain Only)

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
Elder Ron Stamboly, Liturgist
The message of the cross sounds foolish to the world;
But to us it is the power of God!
We proclaim the scandal of Christ crucified.
The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger
than our strength.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)
Elder Ron Stamboly, Liturgist
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, that we may become
instruments of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

* HYMN #20

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
Elder Ron Stamboly, Liturgist
Despite all that God has taught us, we still act foolishly; we are still weak. In the cross of Christ,
we find forgiveness and grace. We confess our sins, trusting in God’s wisdom and strength
rather than our own.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Elder Ron Stamboly, Liturgist
Merciful God, how fickle we are; we sin against you without even knowing it. Clear us, we
pray, of any unknown sin, and save us from willfully ignoring your way. Forgive us for
worshiping anyone or anything except you; keep us faithful. Forgive us for failing to
honor all our relationships—with those closest to us and those who are distant neighbors.
Help us to speak words of blessing and kindness, rather than words that belittle or
destroy. Turn us away from violence, falsehood, and selfishness. Forgive us for thinking
everything depends on our efforts and power, for you are the God who made us, led us out
of slavery, and has brought us into the community of faith. Help us to depend on you
alone and to rest in your peace.
PERSONAL CONFESSION
Merciful God, here now our own personal confessions that
we lift up to you in silence.
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Elder Ron Stamboly, Liturgist

Rev. Chris Houtz

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Rev. Chris Houtz
Sisters and brothers, in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming again, we are forgiven and set
free to live in faithfulness with God and with one another.
Thanks be to God!
* THE RESPONSE #614

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Elder Ron Stamboly, Liturgist

(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking your
car’s horn, if you are outside!)
CHILDREN’S TIME
ANTHEM

Rev. Chris Houtz
I Come to the Cross (arr. Larson)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Elder Ron Stamboly, Liturgist
Holy Spirit of God, let the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable
in your sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Exodus 20:1-17

Elder Ron Stamboly, Liturgist

Then God spoke all these words:
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol,
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or
that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I
the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third
and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. You shall not
make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who
misuses his name. Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor
and do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do
any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the
alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and
consecrated it. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land
that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not
covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
John 2:13-22
Rev. Chris Houtz
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making
a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who
were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a
marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume

me.” The Judeans then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Judeans then
said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in
three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead,
his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word
that Jesus had spoken.
THE MESSAGE
*HYMN #213

Beginning Where We Often End

Rev. Chris Houtz

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—Nicene Creed (In Unison)
We believe in one God, The Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, The only Son of God, Eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again In accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son Is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
And the life of the world to come. Amen.
JOYS AND CONCERNS
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen.
THE OFFERING
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came.
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #652

(v. 1)

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
O Lord our God, we want to follow all your commandments—to love only you, not
worshiping the things of this world; to love our neighbor freely, not desiring for
ourselves something they possess. Accept these offerings, we pray, and teach us to
be generous, giving fully of ourselves that we may truly be the body of Christ in this
world. Amen.

*HYMN 695

Change My Heart, O God

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Hear the gracious words of our Savior Jesus Christ:
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls.
I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me
will never be thirsty. No one who comes to me will I cast out.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, eternal God, creator and
ruler of the universe. You are our God, and we are the creatures of your hand. You made us
from the dust of the earth, breathed into us the breath of life, and set us in your world to love
and serve you. When we rejected your love and ignored your wisdom, you did not reject us.
You loved us still and called us to turn again to you in obedience and in love. Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with the heavenly choirs and with all the faithful of every time
and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Out of your
great love for the world, you sent Jesus among us to set us free from the tyranny of evil. He
lived as one of us, sharing our joys and sorrows. By his dying and rising, he releases us from
bondage to sin and frees us from the dominion of death. We remember with thanksgiving our
Lord’s Passover meal, shared with his closest friends, in which he took the bread and blessed
it, broke it open, and gave it to them, saying: This is my body. Take and eat it, remembering
me. We remember how he took a cup, saying: This is the new covenant in my blood. Drink it,
all of you, and remember me. Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this
bread and this wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate with joy the redemption
won for us in Jesus Christ. Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving as a living and
holy offering of ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen. Praise to
you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood
of Christ. By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ and with all who are baptized in his
name, that we may be one in ministry in every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us,
send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. Lead us, O God, by the power of your Spirit
to live as the Lord requires: to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with you, our
God. Keep our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ until this mortal life is ended, and all that is earthly
returns to dust. Give us strength to serve you faithfully until the promised day of resurrection,
when, with the redeemed of all the ages, we will feast with you at your table in glory. Through

Christ, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, with the Holy Spirit in the holy church,
now and forever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Friends, these are the gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
PRAYER AFTER SUPPER
God of compassion, through your Son Jesus Christ you reconciled your people to yourself.
Following his example of prayer and fasting, may we obey you with willing hearts and serve
one another in holy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*HYMN #432

*THE BENEDICTION

THE POSTLUDE

(v. 1)

FRIENDLY REMINDERS!

Prayer List Additions/Deletions: Deadline, Wednesdays at 11 am.
Lenten Social and Bible Study: Every Wednesday During Lent, at 6:30 pm.
Rev. Chris' Congregational Call every Thursday at 11 am.
Here is the information to participate for both the Wednesday Lenten and Thursday
Congregational Call:
If you need to use the phone, just call:
+1 646 558 8656 US

Meeting ID:
Hit '

736 993 6161

#' Twice

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
(In the Sanctuary – Covid-19 Protocols will be observed, as communicated to you in the letter
you received earlier in the week)


Palm Sunday: Sunday, March 28 at 10:30 AM



Tenebrae Service: Wednesday, March 31 at 6:00 PM. Tenebrae comes from Latin for
“shadows” or “darkness.” It is a service of prayer and meditation.



Maundy Thursday (communion): Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 PM.



Good Friday— Friday, April 2:





9 am to 2 pm Day of Prayer (See SPIRE for details)



3:00 PM; Worship Service

Easter Sunday (communion): Sunday, April 4 at 10:30 AM.

