THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ

Installation of Officers
Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz
Liturgist: Elder Sue Figueroa
We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins.
*Please rise in body or spirit.
Sunday, March 28, 2021

10:30 A.M.

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE
PRELUDE

Alaine Bolton, Director of Music

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
CHORAL INTROIT #433

(refrain only)

Elder Sue Figueroa, Liturgist

Elder Andrea Harrison

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
Triumphant and victorious is he,
Humble and riding on a donkey,
On a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

Elder Sue Figueroa, Liturgist

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)
Elder Sue Figueroa, Liturgist
We praise you, O God, for your redemption of the world through Jesus Christ, who entered
the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and was proclaimed Messiah and king by those who
spread garments and branches along his way. Let these branches be signs of his victory,
and grant that we who carry them may follow him in the way of the cross, that, dying and
rising with him, we may enter into your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
* HYMN #196

All Glory, Laud, and Honor

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
Elder Sue Figueroa, Liturgist
Let us confess our sins to God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Elder Sue Figueroa, Liturgist
We confess that we have sinned, and although we would like to deny it, we have
forsaken you. We are horrified by the suffering we cause—to you, ourselves, and the
world you have created. Open the gates of your forgiveness and restore us in your
love, for the sake of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence.
PERSONAL CONFESSION
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Rev. Chris Houtz

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Rev. Chris Houtz
The Lord God helps us; we will not be disgraced. The Lord God helps us; who can declare us
guilty? Sisters and brothers, beyond the shadow of doubt, our sins are forgiven. By the
mercy of Christ, let us stand together forgiven and free.
Thanks be to God!
*THE RESPONSE #614

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking if
you are outside!)
CHILDREN’S TIME

Rev. Chris Houtz

ANTHEM
The Holy City (Noble Cain)
(During the anthem, the livestream will be muted. The link will be provided so you can click
and follow along if you would like.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Eternal God, whose word silences the shouts of the mighty: Quiet within us every
voice but your own. Speak to us through the suffering and death of Jesus Christ that
by the power of your Holy Spirit we may receive grace to show Christ’s love in lives
given to your service. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to
the Lord. This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.
I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!
O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
We bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is God, and he has given us light.
Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar.
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you. O give
thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.

Mark 11:1-11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it
and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it
and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door,
outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are
you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to
take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many
people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in
the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
THE MESSAGE

The Parody of a King

Rev. Chris Houtz

*HYMN 198

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit
justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God
and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the
Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in
the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls
women and men to all ministries of the Church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit
givers us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as
Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of
peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In

gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice
that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
JOYS AND CONCERNS
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen.
THE OFFERING
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came.
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #652

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
Holy God, we give thanks for your saving love made known to us in the life, death, and
resurrection of Christ. Bless these gifts that they may bring life on earth as in heaven;
in Christ name we pray. Amen.
*HYMN #727

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE
Rev. Chris Houtz
There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them.
There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served.
God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s purpose that is accomplished.
To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good.
Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it.
STATEMENT ON INSTALLATION
Elder Betsy Christensen, Clerk of Session
The session also installs to active service those who have been previously ordained:
Deacons and ruling elders
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION
Rev. Chris Houtz
Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the people’s help
to the friendless and those in need, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and
justice of Jesus Christ?
I will.
Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship,
nurture, and service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in councils of the
church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
I will.

CONGREGATIONAL QUESTION
Elder Betsy Christensen, Clerk of Session
Do we, the members of the church, accept N. and N. as ruling elders and deacons, chosen by
God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?
We do.
Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as
they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church?
We do.
PRAYER FOR INSTALLATION
Rev. Chris Houtz
Gracious and eternal God, with joy we give you thanks and praise. Throughout the ages and
in every place you have chosen servants from among your people to point the way to
salvation by your grace. We are grateful for ancestors in the faith who followed without fear,
placing their trust in you alone—for judges and monarchs who ruled in righteousness and
peace; for prophets and apostles who spoke your bold words of mercy and of truth; for
leaders and teachers in every age who have nurtured your people in faith and faithfulness.
Above all, we praise you for Jesus Christ, who came not to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life to set others free. Anointed by your Holy Spirit, he proclaimed your reign on
earth, revealing your saving love in all he said and did.

Gracious God, we also give you thanks for your servants, Roy Meyers, Ron Stamboly,
Nancy Abel, Nikkie Hayase, and Sara Schweitzer, as they continue in ministry to which you
have called them. Help them to rely on the gifts of your Spirit and to follow Christ faithfully in
this calling. Give them the spirit of truthfulness that they may show the compassion of Christ
in the actions of daily living and rightly govern your people.
Gracious God, pour out your Spirit of power and truth upon the whole church that we may be
for you a holy people baptized to serve you in the world. Sustain your church in ministry.
Ground us in the gospel, secure our hope in Christ, strengthen our service to the outcast, and
increase our love for one another.
Show us the transforming power of your grace in our life together, that we may be effective
servants of the gospel, offering a compelling witness in the world to the good news of Christ
Jesus our Lord. Amen.
DECLARATION OF INSTALLATION
Rev. Chris Houtz
Nancy Abel, Nikkie Hayase, Sara Schweitzer, Roy Meyers, and Ron Stamboly, you are
deacons and ruling elders, ordained to ministries of service and governance in the church of
Jesus Christ and for this congregation.
CHARGE FOR DEACONS AND RULING ELDERS
Rev. Chris Houtz
Matthew 9:35-38
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION
Elder Betsy Christensen, Clerk of Session
1 Peter 4:8-11
Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins.
Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace
of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must
do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength
that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him
belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CHORAL BENEDICTION #227

Jesus, Remember Me

THE POSTLUDE

Reminder!
Holy Week Schedule
1. Palm Sunday—Sunday, March 28 at 10:30 AM
2. Tenebrae Service—Wednesday, March 31 at 6:00 PM. Tenebrae comes from Latin
for “shadows” or “darkness.” It is a service of prayer and mediation.
3. Maundy Thursday— Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 PM.
4. Good Friday— Friday, April 2 at 3:00 PM.
5. Easter Sunday— Sunday, April 4 at 10:30 AM.
On Friday, April 2, we will also have a day of prayer. Please find time during the day to
offer prayers for the world. You can find more information on this in my message for the
Spire.
The worship services will also continue to be live-streamed, for those who feel more
comfortable worshiping from home. And don’t forget, the sanctuary is still open for personal
prayer time during the week, Monday-Thursday.

A Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of
Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the
captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up
the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe
the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the
depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from
the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from
death to life eternal. We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God
created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of
every race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our
Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted
to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem
creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless
all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house
of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother
who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,
God is faithful still. We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God
and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of
baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to
all ministries of the Church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit givers us courage to pray
without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask
idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with
others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we
strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for
God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”With believers in every time
and please, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

