THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ
Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz
Liturgist: Jennifer Morgan
We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins.
*Please rise in body or spirit.
Sunday, March 21, 2021

10:30 A.M.

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE
PRELUDE

Alaine Bolton, Director of Music

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist

CHORAL INTROIT #433 (refrain only)

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Jesus said, “When I am lifted up, I will draw all people to myself.”
Blessed be the God of our salvation who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Almighty God, our redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to be your messengers of
forgiveness and hope. Renew us by your Holy Spirit, that we may follow your
commands and proclaim your reign of love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
* HYMN #767

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Let us pray for the cleansing of our hearts, confessing our sins to the One whose mercy is
everlasting.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Redeeming God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart, and have
not loved our neighbors as we ought; we have strayed from your commandments. Do
not remember our sins, but forgive our iniquities, that we may fix our eyes on you and
sin no more.
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence.
PERSONAL CONFESSION
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Rev. Chris Houtz

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Rev. Chris Houtz
Sisters and brothers, by the faith of Christ, your sins are forgiven. May you delight in the joy
of your salvation. Thanks be to God.
* THE RESPONSE #614

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking if
you are outside!)
CHILDREN’S TIME
ANTHEM

Rev. Chris Houtz

Psalm 51 (Have Mercy On Me, O God) by Graham Kendrick.
This will be a YouTube video. The link will be provided, and the service
stream will be muted during the anthem, so the service isn’t stopped by
Facebook. Please either click the link and listen along, or wait until the
volume comes back to the service.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Your Word, O God, has power to change our lives and to create a whole new world. As we
meditate on your word this day, fill us with your Holy Spirit that we may treasure your word
with our whole hearts and fix our eyes on you. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Psalm 51:1-12 (KJV)
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude
of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and
cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before
me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest
be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts:
and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I
shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness;
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out
all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast
me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy
of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.
Jeremiah 31:31-34
31
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for

they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
THE MESSAGE

God Refuses to Give Up on Us

Rev. Chris Houtz

*HYMN #422

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—from A Brief Statement of Faith
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments,
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit
neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We
deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless
all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the
house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome
the prodigal home, God is faithful still.
JOYS AND CONCERNS
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen.
THE OFFERING
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came.
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #652

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
As the high priest Melchizedek blessed Abraham and offered his tithe of bread and
wine at your holy alter, may our gifts be made perfect through Christ to glorify you and
bless the world. Amen.

*HYMN #223

BENEDICTION
CHORAL BENEDICTION

Lamb of God

THE POSTLUDE

