
 

 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN 
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ 

Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz 
      Liturgist:  

 

We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins. 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
Sunday, April 11, 2021                             10:30 A.M. 

 
 

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE 
 

 

PRELUDE                                   Alaine Bolton, Director of Music 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS      Liturgist                                     
 
CHORAL INTROIT  He Is Lord 9 (same as last week) 2x 
He is Lord, He is Lord, He is risen from the dead and He is Lord; 
Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  (2x) 

 
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)                           Liturgist 
Peace be with you. 
How good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity. 
Receive the Holy Spirit. 
It is like precious oil on the head, the blessing of the Lord.      
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)                                   Liturgist 
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those 
who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith and receive the fullness of Christ’s 
blessing, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen.                    
 
* HYMN #238 Thine is the Glory  
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION                                           Liturgist 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we 
confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.                 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)      Liturgist 
You have shown yourself to us, O God, by Word and Spirit, with signs and wonders, in 
flesh and blood, yet we still struggle to live and believe the good news of Jesus Christ.  
Have mercy on us; forgive us.  Enter into our lives and cast out our fear so that we may 
come to trust in you and have life in Jesus’ life. 
 
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence. 
 
PERSONAL CONFESSION                                                                  Rev. Chris Houtz 
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON         Rev. Chris Houtz 
We have an advocate with God—Jesus Christ, the righteous one—who offered his life in love 
to save the world from sin.  This is the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we are 
forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
* THE RESPONSE  #581  Glory Be to the Father  
 



 

 

 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE       
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.    
 
(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking if 
you are outside!) 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME         Rev. Chris Houtz 
 
ANTHEM  We Have Seen the Risen Lord  (Stan Pethel)   
 



 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
God of all who doubt and believe, by the gift of your Spirit enable us to hear with our ears, to 
see with our eyes, and to touch with our hands your Word of life—Jesus Christ—our Lord and 
our God.  Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Acts 4:32-35 
 
32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. 33 With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for 
as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 
sold. 35 They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
1 John 1:1-2:2 

1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of 
life— 2 this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— 3 we declare to you what we 
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that our[a]joy 
may be complete. 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in 
him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as he 
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 

2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and he is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

THE MESSAGE  The E xperience of Faith   Rev. Chris Houtz   
 
*HYMN #817 We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A1-2%3A2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30527a


 

 

 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen. 
 
 



 

 

THE OFFERING 
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came. 
 
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #717  (vs. 1) 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 
Holy God, we give you thanks and praise for light and life and love, and—above all—
the presence of the living Lord among us.  By your Spirit who breathes within us, 
strengthen our faith, use our gifts, and work in our lives to bear witness to the 
resurrection of Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
 
*HYMN  #239   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

THE BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION  Lord I lift Your Name on High (2x) 
Lord I lift Your name on high 
Lord I love to sing Your praises 
I'm so glad You're in my life 
I'm so glad You came to save us 
 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky 
Lord I lift Your name on high 
 
THE POSTLUDE 
 
 

Friendly Reminders 
 

Sanctuary Open for Quiet Prayer and Contemplation 
Monday through Thursdays 9 am to 1 pm 

(Please call at 732.283.1188 before you come) 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Tuesdays at 2 pm 

 
Thursday Congregational Call 

Every Tuesday at 11 am 
 

Sunday Bible Study 
9:00 am 

 
Divine Worship:  In sanctuary and on Facebook Livestream 

10:30 am 
 

 


