THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ
Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz
Liturgist: Rose Anne Anthony
We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins.
*Please rise in body or spirit.
Sunday, April 18, 2021

10:30 A.M.

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE
PRELUDE

Alaine Bolton, Director of Music

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rose Anne Anthony, Liturgist

CHORAL INTROIT
He is Lord (2x)
He is Lord, He is Lord, He is risen from the dead and He is Lord;
Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
The bread of life opens our eyes.
His word of life opens our ears.
The risen one shows us God’s own brokenness.
And by those wounds we are healed.
Peace be with you.
And also with you.

Rose Anne Anthony, Liturgist

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)
Rose Anne Anthony, Liturgist
Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and opened to us the gate
of everlasting life. Grant that we who celebrate our Lord’s resurrection, may, through
the renewing power of your Spirit, arise from the death of sin to the life of
righteousness; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

* HYMN #251

Christ Has Risen, Alleluia

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
Rose Anne Anthony, Liturgist
The One who calls us to repent, hears us. In trust that our Creator knows us through and
through, let us open our hearts to the healing of God’s forgiveness.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Rose Anne Anthony, Liturgist
Good and gracious God, we are creatures of dust, ignorant of your revelation,
misunderstanding your life, death, and resurrection among us, needing forgiveness.
We repent of our failure to give as you have given to us. We beg your mercy for our
fallen world. We seek your Word, that we may live with the faith of Jesus. Be our
solace in their life and always. We ask this as your own children, holy and incomplete.
Forgive us and lead us.
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence.
PERSONAL CONFESSION
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Rev. Chris Houtz

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Rev. Chris Houtz
In the name of God, the Holy Trinity, your plea for absolution has been heard. God’s
promises are sure: our sins are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.

* THE RESPONSE #581

Glory Be to the Father

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking if
you are outside!)
CHILDREN’S TIME

Rev. Chris Houtz

ANTHEM

Take My Life and Let it Be (arr. Howlett)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy God, by your Spirit reveal your radical, surprising love; come to us through your holy
word, and let us hear what you are saying. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Acts 3:12-19
12

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or
why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13 The
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate,
though he had decided to release him. 14 But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and
asked to have a murderer given to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And by faith in his name, his name itself has made
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him
this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
17

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 In this way
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would
suffer. 19 Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.

Luke 24:36b-48
36

Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are
you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see
that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see
that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 While in
their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here
to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their presence.
44

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.
THE MESSAGE
*HYMN #839

We Are Witnesses
Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine

Rev. Chris Houtz

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

JOYS AND CONCERNS
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen.
THE OFFERING
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came.
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #717

For the Life That You Have Given

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
Lord God, we offer to you only a portion of what you have given us. All that we have is
from your creative hand. All that we can give away we do through Jesus’ love. All our
renewal comes from the Holy Spirit’s wisdom. Deal graciously with these gifts so that
others may have joy; in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*HYMN #295

THE BENEDICTION
CHORAL BENEDICTION
Lord, I Lift Your Name on High
Lord I lift Your name on high
Lord I love to sing Your praises
I'm so glad You're in my life
I'm so glad You came to save us
You came from heaven to earth to show the way
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky
Lord I lift Your name on high

THE POSTLUDE

Friendly Reminders
Sanctuary Open for Quiet Prayer and Contemplation
Monday through Thursdays 9 am to 1 pm
(Please call at 732.283.1188 before you come)
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Tuesdays at 2 pm
Thursday Congregational Call
Every Thursday at 11 am
Sunday Bible Study
9:00 am
Divine Worship: In sanctuary and on Facebook Livestream
10:30 am

