
 

 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN 
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ 

Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz 
      Liturgist: Elder Jennifer Morgan 

 

We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins. 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
Sunday, May 30, 2021                             10:30 A.M. 

 

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE 
 

 

PRELUDE                                   Alaine Bolton, Director of Music 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist                                     
 
CHORAL INTROIT  (2X) 

 
 
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)    Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of God’s name, worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
The Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
May the Lord give strength to God’s people! 
May the Lord bless God’s people with peace!     
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison    Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist 
O blessed Trinity, in whom we know the maker of all things seen and unseen, the 
Savior of all both near and far: By your Spirit enable us to worship your divine majesty, 
so that with all the company of heaven we may magnify your glorious name, saying: 
Holy, holy, holy.  Glory to you, O Lord most high.  Amen.                    



 

 

* HYMN  #1 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION     Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish, but have eternal life.  Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.                 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)   Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist 
God of grace, love, and communion, we confess that we have failed to love you with all 
our heart, soul, and mind; and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  We ignore your 
commandments, stray from your way, and follow other gods.  Have mercy on us.  
Forgive our sin and raise us to new life that we may serve you faithfully and give honor 
to your holy name. 
 
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence. 
 
PERSONAL CONFESSION                                                                  Rev. Chris Houtz 
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen. 



 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON         Rev. Chris Houtz 
God did not send the Son to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
* THE RESPONSE  

 
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE       
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.    
 

(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking if 
you are outside!) 

 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME         Rev. Chris Houtz 



 

 

ANTHEM Here I Am   (lyrics and arrangement by Down Here)   
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy, Holy, Holy One, guide us by the Spirit of truth to hear the Word of life you speak, and to 
give all glory, honor, and praise to your threefold name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Romans 8:12-17 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13 for 
if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we 
cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with 
him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
Isaiah 6:1-13 
6 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 
his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they 
covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to 
another and said: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 
smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 
of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair 
of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your 
guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 9 And he said, “Go and say to 
this people: 

‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; 
keep looking, but do not understand.’ 
10 Make the mind of this people dull, 
    and stop their ears, 
    and shut their eyes, 
so that they may not look with their eyes, 
    and listen with their ears, 
and comprehend with their minds, 
    and turn and be healed.” 
11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: 
“Until cities lie waste 
    without inhabitant, 
and houses without people, 



 

 

    and the land is utterly desolate; 
12 until the Lord sends everyone far away, 
    and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land. 
13 Even if a tenth part remain in it, 
    it will be burned again, 
like a terebinth or an oak 
    whose stump remains standing 
    when it is felled.”  
The holy seed is its stump. 

THE MESSAGE    Hope and Fear     Rev. Chris Houtz   
 
*HYMN #69 

 



 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  (Memorial Day Acknowledgements) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen. 
 
THE OFFERING 
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came. 
 
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE  (vs 1) 
 

 



 

 

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison) 
We give you thanks, O God, for every blessing you provide—life, health, community, 
freedom—and above all, the treasure of life in Christ.  By your Spirit, empower us to 
extend these blessings to others for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
*HYMN #300 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION (2x) 



 

 

 
 
THE POSTLUDE 
 

Friendly Reminders 
 

Church Office open Monday-Friday, 9am to 1 pm 
 

Sanctuary Open for Quiet Prayer and Contemplation 

Monday through Thursdays 9 am to 1 pm 

(Please call at 732.283.1188 before you come) 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Tuesdays at 2 pm 

 

Wednesdays – Bible Study in Fellow Hall at 11 am 
 

Thursday Congregational Call 

Every Thursday at 11 am 
 

Sunday Bible Study 

9:00 am 
 

Divine Worship:  In sanctuary and on Facebook Livestream 

10:30 am 

 


