THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ
Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz
Liturgist: Elder Betsy Christensen
We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins.
*Please rise in body or spirit.
Sunday, February 14, 2021

10:30 A.M.

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE
PRELUDE

Alaine Bolton, Director of Music

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHORAL INTROIT #297

(v. 4)

Elder Betsy Christensen

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
Elder Betsy Christensen
The glory of God shines like a consuming fire.
We have seen the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
The voice of God thunders like a mighty storm.
Out of the cloud, God speaks: This is my beloved Son; listen to him!
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)
Elder Betsy Christensen
O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mystery of the faith by the
witness of Moses and Elijah; and in the voice from the cloud you foreshadowed our
adoption as your children. Make us, with Christ, heirs of your glory, and bring us to
enjoy its fullness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
* HYMN #409

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
Elder Betsy Christensen
Jesus said: Nothing is hidden that will not be disclosed, nor is anything secret that will not
come to light. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Elder Betsy Christensen
God of compassion, in Jesus Christ you reveal the light of your glory, but we turn
away, distracted by our own plans. We confess that we speak when we should listen,
and act when we should wait. Forgive our aimless enthusiasms. Grant us wisdom to
live in your light and to follow in the way of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Savior.
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence.
PERSONAL CONFESSION
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Rev. Chris Houtz

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Rev. Chris Houtz
The one who calls light out of darkness now shines in our hearts to reveal the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God!
* THE RESPONSE #582

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking if
you are outside!)
CHILDREN’S TIME

Rev. Chris Houtz

ANTHEM
Transfiguration (Hillsong Worship)
(The link can be found in the comments of the stream. We will stop the stream while playing
it, so please feel free to click the link and watch, or wait a few minutes until we return)
From the cloud You speak, what was veiled now is seen
Jesus the image of The invisible God.
Divinity confirmed in the transfigured Word.

A kingdom once concealed on the earth now revealed
Holy is the Lord revealed before my eyes
And my burning heart can scarcely take it in
As I behold Your beautiful with unworthy eyes
The only song my soul can find to sing
Is hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah my King
Lead my longing heart, to the high ground, to a clear view
And in awe I'll be there, beholding You
Holy is the Lord revealed before my eyes
And my burning heart can scarcely take it in
As I behold Your beauty with unworthy eyes
The only song my soul can find to sing
Is hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah my King
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah my King
Now I know, I have seen Your glory
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Elder Betsy Christensen
God of shining splendor, your voice makes the earth tremble in wonder. Overshadow us with
your Spirit so that we may hear your Word and live as faithful disciples and covenant people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
2 Kings 2:1-12
2 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as
far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out
to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from
you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”
4

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The
company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know
that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be
silent.”
6

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went
on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them,
as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and
struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them
crossed on dry ground.

9

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it
will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into
heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them
in two pieces.
Mark 9:2-9
2
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to
him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only
Jesus. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
THE MESSAGE

Transfigured, Not Transformed

Rev. Chris Houtz

*HYMN #156

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
SERVICE OF WHOLENESS AND HEALING
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES
I appeal to you therefore, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
(Take time to ponder all that is happening in your life and offer yourselves and your gifts for ministry, with renewed
commitment, to the service of Jesus Christ in the world)

HYMN #792

INTERCESSION FOR HEALING
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP
Peter said: Repent, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people
Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed
with your Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as your children, making us heirs
of your promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and
above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your spirit, and
renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
Remember your baptism and be thankful.
Thanks be to God!
PRAYER
Mighty God, you rise with healing in your wings, to scatter all enemies that assault us. As we
wait in hope for the coming of that day when crying and pain shall be no more, help us by
your Holy Spirit to receive your power into our lives and to trust in your eternal love, through
Jesus Christ our Savior, who taught us to pray together, saying…
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen.
THE OFFERING
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came.
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #633

(refrain only)

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
Gracious God, we give you thanks for the light of love around us and the fire of faith
within us. As we go forth from this place let our lives reflect the One who is the image
of your glory: Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.
*HYMN #666

THE BENEDICTION
CHORAL BENEDICTION #742

THE POSTLUDE

