THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ
Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz
Liturgist: Elder Jennifer Morgan
We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins.
*Please rise in body or spirit.
Sunday, January 17, 2021

10:30 A.M.

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE
PRELUDE

Alaine Bolton, Director of Music

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist

CHORAL INTROIT #297

(vs. 4)

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
The Lord is about to do a new thing.
Speak, O God, for your servants are listening!

Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Almighty God, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world. May your
people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, shine with the radiance of his glory,
that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; for he lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
*HYMN #192

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Assured that the One who calls us to hear and obey already knows the confessions of our
hearts and is ready to forgive, let us confess our sin before God and before one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Elder Jennifer Morgan, Liturgist
Holy God, you see into each of us and know us fully as creatures in need of your
constant care. We confess that we have neither heard your word nor followed your
will. We have failed our nation, neighbors, families, friends, and ourselves. Give us
ears to hear your wisdom. Lead us to honesty and faith so that we may begin again
with renewed strength.
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence.
PERSONAL CONFESSION
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Rev. Chris Houtz

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Rev. Chris Houtz
God knows the hearts of those who seek forgiveness, and by grace we have been saved. In
Jesus’ name, we are forgiven. Our sins are no more. We have been made clean. God
strengthens us with freedom through the Holy Spirit, in Christ Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

* THE RESPONSE #582

Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines On Me

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking if
you are outside!)
CHILDREN’S TIME

Rev. Chris Houtz

ANTHEM
O God, You Search Me and You Know Me (Bernadette Farrell)
O', God, you search me, and you know me
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze
When I walk or lie down, you are before me
'Ever the maker and keeper of my days
You know my resting and my rising
You discern my purpose from afar
And with love everlasting, you besiege me
In ev'ry moment of life or death, you are

Before a word is on my tongue,
Lord You have known its meaning through and through
You are with me beyond my understanding
God of my present, my past and future, too
Although your Spirit is upon me
Still I search for shelter from your light
There is nowhere on Earth I can escape you
Even the darkness is radiant in your sight
For you created me and shaped me
Gave me life within my mother's womb
For the wonder of who I am, I praise you
Safe in your hands, all creation is made new
Mmm, all creation is made new
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
By your Holy Spirit, O God, open our ears, our eyes, our hearts, and our minds to the Holy
Word so that it comes to rule within us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1 Samuel 3:1-10

3 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare

in those days; visions were not widespread. 2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to
grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God
was. 4 Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli, and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went
and lay down. 6 The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said,
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to
him. 8 The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said,
“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the
boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1O

Lord, you have searched me and known me.
know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
3 You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
2 You

5 You

hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.
13 For

it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand;
I come to the end—I am still with you.

THE MESSAGE
*HYMN #28

Unnerving and Comforting

Rev. Chris Houtz

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
JOYS AND CONCERNS

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen.
THE OFFERING
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came.
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #633

(refrain only)

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
Bless in every way, O Lord, the gifts of the people here given. Enrich the ministries of
your people and make us grateful to be able to let go of the things we do not, finally,
own. Amen.
*HYMN #69

I, the Lord of Sea and Sky

BENEDICTION
CHORAL BENEDICTION #742

We Will Walk with God

THE POSTLUDE

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, 1/24/21,
at 11:45am on Zoom. Here are the details:
Call: +1 646 558 8656 US
Meeting ID: 878 2761 2297
Tap #, twice.

