THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ
Minister: Rev. Chris Houtz
Liturgist: Elder Sue Figueroa
We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins.
*Please rise in body or spirit.
Sunday, January 24, 2021

10:30 A.M.

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR THE PROMISE
PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHORAL INTROIT #297 (vs. 4)

Alaine Bolton, Director of Music

Elder Sue Figueroa

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
From God comes my salvation.
For God alone my soul waits in silence.
God alone is my rock and my salvation.
God is my fortress; I shall never be shaken.

Elder Sue Figueroa

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)
Elder Sue Figueroa
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us
by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
* HYMN #109

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
Elder Sue Figueroa
Trusting in the promise of grace, let us pour out our hearts before God.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Elder Sue Figueroa
Forgiving God, we repent of all the ways we turn from you. You call, but we do not
listen; you show us your path, but we prefer our own way. Forgive us, heal us, and
lead us back to you, that we might show mercy to others.
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence.
PERSONAL CONFESSION
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Rev. Chris Houtz

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Rev. Chris Houtz
This is the word of the Lord: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven by God and given new life.
Thanks be to God!
* THE RESPONSE

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones, either by calling, texting, or honking if
you are outside!)

CHILDREN’S TIME
ANTHEM

Rev. Chris Houtz
Fishers of Men (by Newsboys)

Seven billion people on a spinning ball
And they all mean the world to
You It's time like these that I feel so small
There must be somethin' I can do
I played it safe in shallow water
Never had the faith to cross the border God,
I've gotten good at being comfortable
It's time to leave my comfort zone
Cause You said Go! Go!
I will make you fishers of men
Go! Go!
I don't care who or where ya been
So don't 'cha be afraid
To show the world your faith
Cause your never alone
Just Go! Go!

I will make you fishers of men
And if this life is like a candle
That You gave us to burn
God we wanna light up the night
Instead of livin' with doubt
We should be livin' it out
So let Your love be magnified!
Follow me, yeah
Follow me-e-e
This is the mission
Should you accept it
Your invitation
To get connected
Get connected
Get connected
I will make you!
(Fishers of men!)
Seven billion people on a spinning ball

And they all mean the world to You
Go! Go!
I will make you fishers of men
Go! Go!
I don't care who or where ya been
So don't 'cha be afraid
To show the world your faith
Cause your never alone
Just Go! Go!
Go! Go!
Just Go! Go!
I will make you fishers of men
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Elder Sue Figueroa
Speak to us your word, O God, that we may hear Jesus’ call to be his disciples. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
3 The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up, go to Nineveh, that
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah set out and went to
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a
three days’ walk across. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried
out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
10
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
Mark 1:14-20
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.” 16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and
his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to
them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18 And immediately they left their nets
and followed him. 19 As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother
John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called them; and they left
their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.
THE MESSAGE
*HYMN #721

Fishing with Christ
Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore

Rev. Chris Houtz

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
JOYS AND CONCERNS
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen.
THE OFFERING
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came.
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #633 (refrain only)

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
Merciful God, you have saved us for a purpose. We dedicate these gifts as we dedicate
our lives to you, that you will make us fishers of people.

*HYMN #170

BENEDICTION
CHORAL BENEDICTION #742

We Will Walk with God

THE POSTLUDE

