THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN
Minds, hearts, hands and voices in Christ
Service and Message by: Rev. Chris Houtz
Liturgist: Elder Jim Durgana
We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins
*Please rise in body or spirit
Sunday, April 17, 2022

10:30 A.M.

Gathering for Worship
PRELUDE

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
(arr. Moklebust)

Alaine Bolton Director of Music

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHORAL INTROIT #220

Go to Dark Gethsemane (vs. 4)

Elder Jim Durgana

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
The Lord is risen! Alleluia!
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!
Rejoice and be glad:
This is the day that the Lord has made!
Rejoice and be glad:
Heaven and earth will never be the same!
Rejoice and be glad:
Chris is risen! Alleluia!

Elder Jim Durgana

*LITANY FOR EASTER
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!

Rev. Chris Houtz

This is the good news we have received, in which we stand, and by which we are saved:
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!
That Christ died for our sins, and was buried, and rose again on the third day.
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!
He appeared to Peter, and to the twelve, and to many faithful witnesses.
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!
At last he came to us, that we might come to believe and proclaim this good news to the
world.
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Grant us so to die daily to sin,
that we may live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
*HYMN #232

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
Elder Jim Durgana
Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for
righteousness. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
Elder Jim Durgana
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and
death. We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that
lead to death. We overlook the poor and the hungry, and pass by those who mourn;
we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to calls for peace; we despise
the weak, and abuse the earth you made. Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust
your power to change our lives and make us new, that we may know the joy of life
abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence.

PERSONAL CONFESSION
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Rev. Chris Houtz

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Rev. Chris Houtz
All of us, like sheep, have gone astray, but now we have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of our souls. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God.
THE RESPONSE #519

You Are My All In All

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
Elder Jim Durgana
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. (Please pass the peace of Christ to one another.)

Hearing and Responding to the Word Proclaimed
CHILDREN’S TIME

Rev. Chris Houtz

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Elder Jim Durgana
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of your risen Word. Enliven our hearts by
your Holy Spirit so that we may proclaim the good news of eternal and abundant life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS
Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 65:17-25
17 For I am about to create new heavens
and a new earth;
the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind.
18 But be glad and rejoice forever
in what I am creating;
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,
and its people as a delight.
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it,
or the cry of distress.
20 No more shall there be in it
an infant that lives but a few days,
or an old person who does not live out a lifetime;
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth,
and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.
21 They shall build houses and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
22 They shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
23 They shall not labor in vain,
or bear children for calamity;
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—
and their descendants as well.
24 Before they call I will answer,
while they are yet speaking I will hear.

25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
but the serpent—its food shall be dust!
They shall not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
says the Lord.
Psalm Reading (Responsive)
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!
2 Let Israel say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
14 The Lord is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation.
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the Lord does valiantly;
16 the right hand of the Lord is exalted;
the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.”
17 I shall not die, but I shall live,
and recount the deeds of the Lord.

18 The Lord has punished me severely,
but he did not give me over to death.
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the Lord.
20 This is the gate of the Lord;
the righteous shall enter through it.
21 I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
ANTHEM

Risen Today! (Cindy Berry)

SCRIPTURE READING
Gospel Reading
Luke 24:1-12

24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices
that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they
went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men
in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to
the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is
not here, but has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the
Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise
again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told all this to
the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these words
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the
tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home,
amazed at what had happened.
THE MESSAGE

Don’t Just Stand Here!

*HYMN #254

That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright

Rev. Chris Houtz

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
The Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
Of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
The only Son of God,
Eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
Begotten, not made,
Of one Being with the Father;
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven,
Was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
And became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
In accordance with the Scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
And is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
And his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son
Is worshiped and glorified,
Who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
And the life of the world to come. Amen.
JOYS AND CONCERNS
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Each petition will end by saying, “Living God, hear our prayer.”

The Eucharist
THE OFFERING
Let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came.
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #697

Take My Life (vs. 1)

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)
We praise you, O God, and give you thanks that you have given us such joy, such
grace, and such hope, in the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord. Let our lives be
proof of that good news. Let all our words and actions, our love and service bear
witness to your resurrection power; for the sake of our living Lord, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
*HYMN #526

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make
for all peoples a feast of rich food,
a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow,
of well-aged wines strained clear.
And God will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
God will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away
the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of the people
God will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day: Lo, this is our God.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in God's salvation.

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, eternal God, creator and
ruler of the universe.
At your word the earth was made and spun on its course among the planets. Your hand
formed us from the dust of the earth and set us among all your creatures to love and serve
you. When we were unfaithful to you, you kept faith with us. When we were slaves in Egypt,
you broke the bonds of our oppression, brought us through the sea to freedom, and made
covenant to be our God. By a pillar of fire you led us through the desert to a land flowing with
milk and honey, and set before us the way of life. You spoke of love and justice in the
prophets, and in the Word made flesh you lived among us, manifesting your glory. He died
that we might live, and is risen to raise us to new life. Therefore we praise you, joining our
voices with angels and archangels and with all the faithful of every time and place, who
forever sing to the glory of your name:
HYMN #552

Holy, Holy, Holy

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, whom you
sent to save us. He came with healing in his touch, and was wounded for our sins. He came
with mercy in his voice, and was mocked as one despised. He came with peace in his heart,
and met with violence and death. By your power he broke free from the prison of the tomb,
and at his command the gates of hell were opened. The one who was dead now lives. The
one who humbled himself is raised to rule over all creation, the Lamb upon the throne. The
one ascended on high is with us always, as he promised.
We give you thanks that on the night of his arrest Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat. This is my body, given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of
me.
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this wine from the
gifts you have given us, and celebrate with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of ourselves,
that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death,
Rising you restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood
of Christ. By your Spirit make us one with Christ that we may be one with all who share this
feast, united in ministry in every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be
the body of Christ in the world.
Nourished at this table, O God, may we know Christ’s redemptive love and live a new life in
him. Give us who are fed at his hand, grace to share our bread with the hungry and with the
hungry of heart. Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory, and we
shall feast with all your saints in the joy of your eternal realm. Through Christ, with Christ, in
Christ, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, with the Holy Spirit in the holy church,
now and forever.
HYMN #554

Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Because there is one loaf, we, many as we are, are one body; for it is one loaf of which we
partake.
When we break the bread, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ?
When we give thanks over the cup, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ?
Friends, these are the gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
PRAYER AFTER SUPPER
Here at this table we celebrate resurrection as you feed us with bread and wine. And as
much as we might prefer to stay here in this protected place, you send us back to our work—
only it is no longer the same work because we know you are with us and in us, shaping and
transforming us to be your witnesses in the world. Nourished in body, mind, and spirit, may
all that we say and do give you glory. Amen.
*HYMN #238

Thine Is the Glory

Sending Us into the World
*THE BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION
Lord I Lift Your Name on High
Lord, I lift your name on high;
Lord, I love to sing your praises.
I’m so glad you’re in my life;
I’m so glad you came to save us.
You came from heaven to earth, to show the way,
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord I lift your name on high.
THE POSTLUDE

We wish everyone a joyous and safe Easter Sunday.

Friendly Reminders
Correction in 2022 Church Directory:
Beatrice Thomas, please add Apt. 1F and her phone number: 732.589.2094
Men’s and CLEF Ladies’ Breakfast
Saturday, May 7, 2022 at 9 am

Per Capita for 2022 is $40.

Regular Activities
Church Office is open Monday - Friday, 9 am to 1 pm
Wednesday Morning Bible Study at 11 am
Rev. Chris’ Congregational Call - Every Thursday at 11 am
The phone number: 805-706-4409; PIN:
3944
Prayer Shawl Ministry – Thursdays, 7-9 pm
Men’s Breakfast & Ladies Breakfast, 1st Saturday of the month
at 9 am
Sunday Bible Study - 9:00 am
Session meeting every 3rd Sunday of the month
Choir practice: 1st and last Sunday of the Month at 9:30 am
Divine Worship: In sanctuary and on Facebook Livestream
Sundays at 10:30 am

Vacation Bible School
Monday, July 25th – Friday July 29th

Volunteers Needed!
Exciting News! This year, we will be joining with The First Presbyterian Church of Avenel for
Vacation Bible School (VBS). VBS will take place July 25-29, 9:00 A.M. - 12:15 P.M. at the
FPresAvenel, 621 Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ. It is open to students preschool (age 4)-5th
grade (information on registration will be provided soon). They are currently looking for both
teenage (having completed 6th grade or higher) and adult volunteers. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact Elder Heather Meyers at 732-762-3552 or hellohmm@aol.com.

Easter Flower Dedications

Betsy Christensen
Hallelujah! He is Risen

Marion Feliks
In memory of Mike, husband, father, and grandfather

The Hayase Family
In Memory of Loved Ones

The Meyers Family
In Memory of Loved Ones

Ilona Nagy
In memory of my son, Joseph Nagy, who died 9 years ago April 10,
2013. He was 34 years old. I miss you so much.
Love you, Mom

Robert Pettipaw
To the love of my life, Mary Lou, Charles & Clara Stockman,
Edward & Blanche Pettipaw, and all who we loved who have
passed away

Dorothea Engemann
In Loving Memory of Robert Engemann

Christian Madsen
In Loving Memory of Clara Madsen & Mary Lou Pettipaw

John & Patricia Lillie
In Loving Memory of John & Jean Lillie, Nicholas & Mary Kira

Paul Raghunandan, Jr.
In Loving Memory of our beloved grandfather & great-grandfather,
James Durgana. You will forever be in our hearts. Love always,
Paul Jr., Sheryl, Shay, Tory, & JP

Ruth Davie
In Memory of Loved Ones

Anonymous
Peace on Earth & Perseverance & Prayers for the Ukrainian People

Our Mission Statement
We are a friendly, multi-cultural congregation that welcomes all to
worship with us as we glorify our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ; sing
praises to God, the Father; and let the Holy Spirit guide our footsteps.
As faithful witnesses to our Christian beliefs, we dedicate ourselves
to worship, stewardship and discipleship. We will always endeavor to
nurture the youth in our congregation to grow in their commitment to
God and the Church and to become active participants in the life and
work of the Church.
We commit ourselves to evangelism and mission to spread the good
news of Jesus Christ to all people in a variety of ways in our community and beyond.
We will continue to be open to God’s presence, leading us into new pathways of
ministry and service for the betterment of the community and to the glory of Jesus Christ our
Savior.
-ratified by congregational vote, January 27, 2008

Dear Members and Guests, if you’d like to know more information
about the latest news,
Visit our website www.1stpresbyterianiselin.org using your mobile device,
scan QR Code. To participate with us on social media, “Like” us on
Facebook & Instagram, or follow us on Twitter, @FPresIselin
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