
 

 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ISELIN 
Mind, hearts, hands and voices in Christ 

 
Dramatic Reading:  Elders Ron Stamboly, Roy Meyers, Sue Ramirez, Betsy Christensen 

 

Liturgist: Elders Heather Meyers and Sue Ramirez 
 

 

We request that you silence all electronic devices before service begins. 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 
Sunday, May 1, 2022                                           10:30 A.M. 
 

 
 

Gathering for Worship 

 
 

PRELUDE                                        Alaine Bolton, Director of Music 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           Heather Meyers 
   
MINUTE FOR MISSION                 Blanket Sunday              



 

 

CHORAL INTROIT   He is Lord 
He is Lord, He is Lord, 
He is risen from the dead 
And he is Lord. 
Every knee shall bow, 
Every tongue confess 
That Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)                           Heather Meyers 
O Lord our God, we praise you. 
We cried to you for help and you answered us. 
You have restored our lives; 
You have rescued us from the grave.      
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)                                   Heather Meyers 
Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and opened to us the gate 
of everlasting life.  Grant that we who celebrate our Lord’s resurrection, may, through 
the renewing power of your Spirit, arise from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousness; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.                    
 
* HYMN #826     Lift High the Cross 
 
 



 

 

 
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION                                           Heather Meyers 
When your soul is suffering in silence, call out to the Lord our God, who heals our 
brokenness, who lifts us up from the pit and restores our lives.  Let us confess our sin.            
      
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)      Heather Meyers 
Lord God, in the light of your glory we see the evil we have done, the suffering we have 
caused, the good we have refused, and the truth we have denied.  Heal us of our sin, 
wash us in your mercy, and feed us with your grace, so that we may follow your way 
and tell the good news of the gospel. 
 
Merciful God, hear now our own personal confessions that we lift up to you in silence. 



 

 

PERSONAL CONFESSION                                                                   
In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON          
Rise up from the dust!  Cast off the shroud of sorrow and put on the joy of the Lord.  In Jesus 
Christ we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
* THE RESPONSE #519      You Are My All in All 

 



 

 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE       
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.    
 
(Please pass the peace with friends and loved-ones) 
 

Hearing and Responding to the Word Proclaimed 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                             Heather Meyers 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                 Sue Ramirez 
O God of light, by the power of your Holy Spirit, restore our sight, that in these words of 
Scripture we may see Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
New Testament Reading: 
Acts 9:1-6                            Sue Ramirez 

9 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to 

the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found 
any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 
Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why 
do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are 
to do.” 
 
Psalm Reading (Responsive):               Sue Ramirez 
 
Psalm 30 
1 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up, 
    and did not let my foes rejoice over me. 
2 O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, 
    and you have healed me. 
 
3 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol, 
    restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. 
4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, 
    and give thanks to his holy name. 
 
5 For his anger is but for a moment; 
    his favor is for a lifetime. 
Weeping may linger for the night, 
    but joy comes with the morning. 



 

 

6 As for me, I said in my prosperity, 
    “I shall never be moved.” 
 
7 By your favor, O Lord, 
    you had established me as a strong mountain; 
you hid your face; 
    I was dismayed. 
8 To you, O Lord, I cried, 
    and to the Lord I made supplication: 
 
9 “What profit is there in my death, 
    if I go down to the Pit? 
Will the dust praise you? 
    Will it tell of your faithfulness? 
10 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! 
    O Lord, be my helper!” 
 
11 You have turned my mourning into dancing; 
    you have taken off my sackcloth 
    and clothed me with joy, 
12 so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. 
    O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever. 
 
 
ANTHEM    We Have Seen the Risen Lord (Stan Pethel)   
  
DRAMATIC READING OF THE ROAD TO EMMAUS 
 
Evangelist: Ron Stamboly 
Jesus:   Roy Meyers 
Cleopas: Andre Harrison 
Disciple: Sue Ramirez 
A Woman: Betsy Christensen 
 
*HYMN #451     Open My Eyes, That I May See 
 
 



 

  



 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—Apostles’ Creed                      Sue Ramirez 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS                         Sue Ramirez 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE               Sue Ramirez  
Each petition ends by saying: “O Lord our God, we cry to you for help.” 
 
We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith; give them freedom, peace, and safety. 
O Lord our God, we cry to you for help. 
 
We pray for those who breathe curses and threats; give them new hearts and new lives to 
glorify you. 
O Lord our God, we cry to you for help. 
 
We pray for those who work by day and night; give them satisfaction and rest from their 
labors. 
O Lord our God, we cry to you for help. 
 
We pray for those who fear their efforts are in vain; fill their lives with your providence and 
grace. 
O Lord our God, we cry to you for help. 
 
We pray for all who suffer in sickness and grief; give them healing, hope, and joy. 
O Lord our God, we cry to you for help. 
 
We pray for the faithful in every nation of the earth; give them voices to praise your name 
forever. 
O Lord our God, we cry to you for help. 
 
We ask all these things in the name of Jesus, who loves us, who feeds us, who saves us, and 
who taught us to pray together, saying…. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                 Sue Ramirez 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil, For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever, Amen. 
 



 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

THE OFFERING                                    Sue Ramirez 
With grateful hearts, let us bring our tithes and offerings to the God from whom they came. 
 
*THE OFFERTORY RESPONSE #697 Take My Life   



 

 

 



 

 

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION (In Unison)             Sue Ramirez 
Worthy are you, O God, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor 
and glory and blessing.  Receive these gifts of thanksgiving and praise and use them 
for your glory and the good of your people; in the name of Jesus Christ, the Lamb.  
Amen. 
 

Sending Us in-+to the World 
 

*HYMN #614     Great Are You, Lord 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

BENEDICTION                  Sue Ramirez 
To the one who is seated on the throne  
and to the Lamb  
be blessing and honor  
and glory and might  
forever and ever! 
 
Jesus said:  
Feed my lambs;  
tend my sheep.   
Follow me. 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION   Lord, I Lift Your Name on High (2x) 
Lord, I lift your name on high; 
Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I’m so glad you’re in my life; 
I’m so glad you came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth, to show the way, 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord I lift your name on high. 
 
 

THE POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 

May Mission Focus-Blanket Sunday 

 
 

This month, our congregation is supporting Church World Service-Blanket Sunday.  Church 

World Service provides blankets for those in need-the homeless, victims of natural disasters, 

and refugees around the world.  We will be taking our collection on Mother’s Day, May 8.  A 

donation of $10 will purchase a blanket for someone in need.  Please make your donation 

after church on May 8.  Fill out a heart to dedicate your donation to your mom or other 

important woman in your life.  You can also place your donation in a pew envelope and mark 

it Blanket Sunday. 

 



 

 

Friendly Reminders 
 

Rev. Chris Houtz vacation:  4/25/22 – 5/2/22 
 

Men’s and CLEF Ladies’ Breakfast 
Saturday, May 7, 2022 at 9 am 

 
Margarita Estrada vacation:  5/13/22 and 5/16/22 

 

 Per capita for 2022 is $40. 
 

 

 

 

Regular Activities 
 

 

Church Office is open Monday - Friday, 9 am to 1 pm 
  

 Wednesday Morning Bible Study at 11 am
 

Rev. Chris’ Congregational Call - Every Thursday at 11 am 
The phone number:  805-706-4409; PIN:   3944 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry – Thursdays, 7-9 pm 

 
Men’s Breakfast & Ladies Breakfast, 1st Saturday of the month 

 at 9 am 
 

Sunday Bible Study - 9:00 am 
 

Session meeting every 3rd Sunday of the month 
 

Choir practice:  1st and last Sunday of the Month at 9:30 am 
 

Divine Worship:  In sanctuary and on Facebook Livestream 
Sundays at 10:30 am 

 

 



 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Monday, July 25th – Friday July 29th 

Volunteers Needed! 

Exciting News!  This year, we will be joining with The First Presbyterian Church of Avenel for 
Vacation Bible School (VBS).  VBS will take place July 25-29, 9:00 A.M. - 12:15 P.M. at the 
FPresAvenel, 621 Woodbridge Avenue, Avenel, NJ.  It is open to students preschool (age 4)-
5th grade (information on registration will be provided soon). They are currently looking for 
both teenage (having completed 6th grade or higher) and adult volunteers. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please contact Elder Heather Meyers at 732-762-3552 or 
hellohmm@aol.com.   
 
 

Our Mission Statement 
 

We are a friendly, multi-cultural congregation that welcomes all to 
worship with us as we glorify our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ; sing 
praises to God, the Father; and let the Holy Spirit guide our footsteps. 
As faithful witnesses to our Christian beliefs, we dedicate ourselves 
to worship, stewardship and discipleship. We will always endeavor to 
nurture the youth in our congregation to grow in their commitment to 
God and the Church and to become active participants in the life and 
work of the Church.  
We commit ourselves to evangelism and mission to spread the good 

news of Jesus Christ to all people in a variety of ways in our community and beyond. 
           We will continue to be open to God’s presence, leading us into new pathways of 
ministry and service for the betterment of the community and to the glory of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. 
                              -ratified by congregational vote, January 27, 2008 
 
 

Dear Members and Guests, if you’d like to know more information 

about the latest news, 

 
Visit our website www.1stpresbyterianiselin.org using your mobile device, 
scan QR Code.  To participate with us on social media, “Like” us on 
Facebook & Instagram, or follow us on Twitter, @FPresIselinNJ 
 

Cover Image: https://liturgy.slu.edu/3EasterA042620/reflections_rolheiser.html 
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